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Typography is what language looks like. The style, arrangement, and appearance of type is used to convey a
message. Good typography usually goes unnoticed by most, but bad typography can kill a message. A graphic
designer makes choices on the selection of typefaces, point size, line length, line spacing (leading), alignment,
and the adjustment of spaces between groups of letters (tracking) and between pairs of letters (kerning) to
control the meaning of the message.
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Size

Type is measured in points.
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Body Text

Alignment

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat,
vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at
vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio
dignissim qui blandit.

Left Align

Line Length

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat,
velillum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at
vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio
dignissim qui blandit.

Center Align

Healine Text

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci
tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in
vulputate velit esse molestie consequat,
vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at
vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio
dignissim qui blandit.

Right Align

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci fation
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem
vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum
dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros
et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui
blandit.

Justified

The optimal line length for your body text is considered to be 50-60 characters per line, including spaces.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh
euvismod tincidunt ut laoreet
dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat.

Too Short

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

Just Right

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy
nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

Too Long
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Leading
Leading is the space between lines of text. It is measured in points from baseline to baseline. The optimal leading
for body text is 20% more than the point size of the text.

Jorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diom nonum-. .
_my nibh euismaod tincidunt ut laareet dolare magna aliquam_erat volutpat. ::| Leading

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing

elit, sed diam nonummy consectefuer adipiscing consectetuer adipiscing
nibh evismod tincidunt ut elit, sed diam nonummy ' '
g%rgg%dgg{evg‘ﬂ%g? nibh evismod tincidunt ut elit, sed diam nonummy
' laoreet dolore magna nibh euismod tincidunt ut
aliguam erat volutpat.
12/10 | t dol
(12 point text with 10 point leading) ]2/] 4 aoreet dolore magna

aliguam erat volutpat.
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(12 point text with 20 point leading)

(12 point text with 14 point leading)

Kerning and Tracking
Kerning adjusts the space between individual letter, while tracking adjusts spacing uniformly over a range of
letters.
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